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Productive Use of Renewable Energy:
Opportunity for Remote Areas in Myanmar

Solar panels at a village in Myanmar.

KATARINA UHEROVA
HASBANI

fter the liberalisa-
tion process which
tarted in 2011,

Myanmar remains be-
set with an energy and
economic challenge. The
economy is expected to
grow by 8 percent this
year but achieving and
sustaining this growth
will require better supply
of electricity across the
country.

The National Electrifi-
cation Plan announced
last year aims at universal
energy access by 2030. In
practice this means that
some remote areas will be
getting on-grid electricity
only in 10 or 15 years from
now.

Productive use of re-
newable energy (PURE)
in combination with off-
grid electrification can
help these remote areas to
achieve economic growth
similar to the urban cen-
tres. The difference be-
tween PURE approach
and stand-alone solar

systems is that PURE ap-
proach built around mi-
cro or mini-grids enables
local  entrepreneurship
and job creation.

The Alliance for Rural
Electrification (ARE),
which is the only ac-
cepted industry partner
organization of the Unit-
ed Nations Sustainable
Energy For All Initiative
(SE4All), promotes the
PURE approach as a way
to multiply economic
benefits of energy access
for rural communities
across the world. ARE
represents the decentral-
ised clean energy sector
with members along the
whole value chain. It was
founded in 2006 and acts
as a solution provider in
order to advance access to
decentralised clean ener-
gy and energy services in
developing and emerging
countries.

ARE’s vision is that by
2030 everyone in the
world and in particular all
rural people in low- and
medium income coun-
tries would have access

to affordable, secure and
clean energy and energy
services. Several ARE
members already work or
funded off-grid electrifi-
cation in Myanmar (Sun-
labob, GERES, Schneider

Electric, Asantys Systems

and ABB through Pact,
international non-profit).

A good example of
PURE approach in prac-
tice are projects by MLin-
da, an ARE member and
a non-profit foundation
with a commercial arm in
India. MLinda is building
micro-grid solutions in
Jarkhand which have en-
abled local women groups
to acquire and to man-
age electric rice milling
machines. The machines
have become an anchor
load for the micro-grids
and also a very relevant
source to generate ad-
ditional income for the
women involved.

As the farmers can also
sell their produce at high-
er price, this leads to more
positive socio- economic
effects as the whole com-
munity benefits from the

additional income. The
project has a commercial
basis because from the
generated incomes the
women groups need to
also cover expenses such
as for repayment of loans
made to acquire the rice
milling machines and for
the electricity supplied by
the micro-grids.

The PURE approach
is important for off-grid
projects because it brings
revenue generation to the
communities on the top
of energy access. Also, if
there was no income gen-
eration, some communi-
ties would not be able to
afford to pay for the newly
available electricity ser-
vices. PURE electrifica-
tion projects bring other
benefits including im-
provements in education,
empowerment of women,
and improvement in qual-
ity of life for the whole
community.

Based on the lessons
learnt from PURE ex-
periences made in Asia
and Africa, ARE mem-
bers have found ways

on how to successfully
tackle challenges around
it which can be numer-
ous. The PURE approach
requires that suitable pol-
icy and regulatory frame-
work is in place with at
least a level playing field
for renewable energy
(lack of subsidies for con-
ventional energy sources
such as oil, gas and coal)..

PURE projects, which
are small to medium in
size, also require better
access to funding. This
means allowing for small
ticket size, bundling of
projects or simply in-
creasing the amounts
available for off-grid elec-
trification. Gender bias
needs to be addressed
given that women are cli-
ents or entrepreneurs in
PURE projects.

Lessons learnt demon-
strate that community
involvement in planning
stage and its financial com-
mitment (e.g. paying a fee
for electricity service) con-
tribute to make the project
successful.  Partnership
between local and interna-
tional companies can result
in better projects, which
bring global solutions to
local problems.

Myanmar has embarked
on a great journey to-
wards universal energy
access by 2030. ARE
with its Off-Grid Match-
Making Platform hopes
to support this plan and
contribute by delivering
productive use of energy
in combination with off-
grid rural electrification
to provide jobs and better
quality of life for the peo-
ple of Myanmar.

Katarina Uherova Has-
bani is a Board Member
of the Alliance for Ru-
ral Electrification, and
Business  Development
Director, Asia at Rev-

elle Group. This article
is based on her presenta-
tion at the recently held
Myanmar Green Energy
Summit. Views and opin-
ions express in this article
are the author’s own and
don’t necessarily reflect
Myanmar Business To-
day’s editorial opinion.
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SERVICE CENTER & SHOWROOM
WORLDTIME PARKSON

#01-05. PARKSON FMI CENTER NO. 380, BOGYOKE AUNG SAN ROAD,
PABEDAN TOWNSHIP, YANGON, MYANMAR

TEL: +95 94320 2712,

EMAIL: WORLDTIME FMI@JKALEXINTERNATIONALCOM

WORLDTIME HLEDAN

UNIT G- 12 HLEDAN CENTER SHOPPING MALL NO. 522 - 523 CORNER
OF PYAY & HLEDAN ROAD. KAMAYUT TOWNSHIP, YANGON, MYANMAR

TEL:+95 9793 70 3228,

E-MAIL: WORLDTIME FMI@JKALEXINTERNATIONALCOM

RETAILERS

SAN YING TIMEPIECE STORE NO. 204, 29th STREET, BETWEEN 80th
AND 8ls. MANDALAY. MYANMAR, TEL: +95 02 55579, +95 02 6801886
ALBA STORE : NO. 385, 8lst STREET. BETWEEN 30th & 31e STREET,
MANDALAY, MYANMAR, TEL: +95 02 84377

SWISS TIME SQUARE : NO.99, KABARAYE PAGODA ROAD,

BAHAN TOWNSHIP. YANGON, MYANMAR, TEL: +95 973 20 6084
SAN TAW MH! WATCH GALLERY: NO. 9. KANNAR ROAD, THARKETA
QUARTER. (THE QUEEN), MYEIK. MYANMAR,

TEL: +05 956 40 101, +95 925 61 7000




